To:  Levine,  Carolyn[Levine. Caroiyn@epa.gov] 

Cc:  Schuster,  Cindy[Schuster.Cindy@epa.gov] 

From:  Schuster,  Cindy 

Sent:  Fri  8/14/2015  5:46:12  PM 

Subject:  RE:  Administrator  McCarthy’s  Statement  About  Ongoing  Fieldwork  at  Mines 


Thanks,  Carolyn.  I have  passed  your  advice  along  to  Superfund  folks.— Cindy 


From:  Levine,  Carolyn 

Sent:  Friday,  August  14,  2015  8:26  AM 

To:  Schuster,  Cindy 

Subject:  Administrator  McCarthy’s  Statement  About  Ongoing  Fieldwork  at  Mines 


Hi  Cindy, 


See  the  Administrator’s  statement  below  about  work  at  mining  sites.  I haven’t  seen  anything 
specific  to  meetings,  but  I would  suggest  folks  let  HQ-OSWER/OSRTFs  mining  team  know. 


http://www2.epa.gov/goldkingmine/administrator-mccarthvs-statement-about-ongoing-fieldwork- 

mines 


August  12,  2015:  While  we  continue  to  investigate  the  root  causes  of  last  week’s  release  of 
mining  waste  at  the  Gold  King  Mine  in  Colorado,  we  are  instmcting  our  Regions  to  immediately 
cease  any  field  investigation  work  at  mines  including  tailings  facilities,  unless  there  is  imminent 
risk  in  a specific  case.  We  are  in  the  process  of  initiating  an  independent  assessment  by  a sister 
federal  agency  or  another  external  entity  to  examine  the  factors  that  led  to  last  week’s  incident. 
Based  on  the  outcome  from  that  assessment,  we  will  determine  what  actions  may  be  necessary  to 
avoid  similar  incidents  at  other  sites.  While  we  stand  down  on  existing  field  investigations  and 
assessments  at  these  mining  sites,  we  also  are  instructing  our  Regions  to  identify  existing  sites 
with  similarities  to  the  Gold  King  Mine  site  and  to  identify  any  immediate  threats  and  consider 
appropriate  response  actions. 


1797444 


ED  000552F  00002765-00001 


( 'ardyn  Levine 

’ of  Co  jrt  iionui  and  Intergovernmental  Relations 
US.  EPA 
r >02)  564-1859 


1797444 


ED  000552F  00002765-00002 


